Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 102010 
42 

ORIGIN SS-30 
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DRAFTED BY NEA/AFN:DLMACK:YSM 
APPROVED BY NEA:SSOBER 
NEA/AFN : GMLANE 
S/S- WHLUERS 

WHITE HOUSE: GEN. SCOWCROFT 

045220 

O 161619Z MAY 74ZFF5 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY TUNIS IMMEDIATE 
INFO USINT DAMASCUS IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM IMMEDIATE 

SECRETSTATE 102010 

EXDIS TOSEC 699 - ZFF5 DAMASCUS ONLY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, TS, US 
S/S FOR ATHERTON 
SUB J : BOURGUIBA VISIT 

REF: TUNIS 2917 

1. SECRETARY HAS INDICATED HIS CONCURRENCE IN POSTPONE- 
MENT OF BOURGUIBA VISIT UNTIL NOVEMBER. 

2. CHARGE SHOULD INFORM FOREIGN MINISTER AS FOLLOWS: 

A. WE REGRET OUR INABILITY TO GIVE YOU A FIRM DATE 

FOR A VISIT BY PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA TO WASHINGTON IN JUNE. 
PRESIDENT NIXON'S OWN SCHEDULE FOR THIS PERIOD REMAINS 
UNSETTLED. 

B. WE KNOW THAT PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA HAS OTHER TRAVEL 
PLANS AND DO NOT WISH TO CREATE ANY FURTHER SCHEDULING 
PROBLEMS FOR HIM. 
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C. UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, WE WOULD UNDERSTAND FULLY 
IF GOT PREFERS TO POSTPONE VISIT UNTIL NOVEMBER. 

D. PRESIDENT NIXON CONTINUES TO LOOK FORWARD TO A 
VISIT BY PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA, WHOM WE COUNT AMONG OUR 
OLDEST AND MOST CONSTANT FRIENDS IN THE ARAB WORLD. 

E. LATER IN THE YEAR, WE WOULD BE HAPPY TO DISCUSS 
SPECIFIC TIMING FOR A VISIT IN NOVEMBER. RUSH 
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